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Please Support CDLT this Season  

DOUBLE YOUR DONATION! 

Double the impact of your donation this 

year thanks to a generous Matching   

Challenge Grant offered by the Board and 

Staff of Continental Divide Land Trust. 

Your donation will be doubled in 2014 up 

to $10,000 in total contributions if your 

support meets the challenge! 

¶ New Donor in 2014 (have not given to 

CDLT in the past) 

¶ Increased Donation in 2014 (if your 

2014 donation is greater than in the 

past, or if you make an additional  

donation this year) 

¶ Lapsed Donor (if you have not given 

to CDLT in a year or more) 

Help us get to our goal of raising $45,000 

by the end of 2014! With the Matching 

Challenge Grant, CDLT can raise as much 

as $20,000 in additional dollars this year.  

The CDLT Board is asking for your      

support to be certain that we meet critical 

fundraising milestones for CDLT in order 

to strengthen our ability to keep the 

ñforeverò in land protection.  CDLT has an 

outstanding opportunity in 2015 to partici-

pate in a nation-wide insurance program 

for conservation easement defense known 

as TerraFirma. We are only eligible if we 

finish 2014 in a strong financial position.  

More opportunities to Give ï See page 2.  
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2014 Photo Contest 

Thank you to the photographers who submitted their images and to John Fielder for choosing the winners for CDLTôs first 
ever photo contest. The winning image is Stan Wagonôs ñFairy Slipper Orchid after a May Snow Storm.ò  We asked for 
images of our conserved properties, as well as wildflowers, wildlife and natural features that might be found on CDLTôs 
conserved lands. Fairy Slipper Orchids (Calypso bulbosa, also known as Calypso Orchids) prefer cool, dark spruce    
forests as might be found at McCullough Gulch and Cobb & Ebert Open Spaces, and the private Slate Creek Parcel.  

Left: Fairy Slipper Orchid after May Snowstorm 

by Stan Wagon 
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Support CDLT & Double your Donation 

In Defense of Defense:  Defending the conservation easements that CDLT holds is our most important job. Housing and     

highway interests have threatened CDLTôs conserved properties in the past few years and we have spent considerable          

resources in defense of open space and natural lands. Increase your support and ensure our eligibility for TerraFirma, an    

easement defense insurance program. Your contribution at any level will help CDLT maintain a 

strong position in defense of the irreplaceable open lands that we all cherish.  

Colorado Gives Day coming December 9:  Further increase the impact of your donation by 

giving to CDLT on Colorado Gives Day, Tuesday, December 9, 2014, or by scheduling your 

donation in advance. Thanks to the generous support of Community First Foundation and  

FirstBanks of Colorado, your donation will be increased. Plus there are no transaction or credit 

card fees on Colorado Gives Day, so 100% of your donation will go to CDLT. This is an easy 

and fun way to support CDLT and many other worthy causes in Colorado at one time. You can give on December 9th, or   

schedule a donation in advance at: https://www.coloradogives.org/cdlt/overview. 

Other Ways to Give: 

Enclosed envelope ï Use the donation remittance envelope enclosed with this newsletter. 

Donate on-line ï Make a secure donation on our website using your credit card or PayPal account at http://www.cdlt.org/

involve/online-donations.html 

Call Us ï We can take your credit card payment information over the phone at 970-453-3875. 

Matching Grant ï Take advantage of the opportunity to double your donation by giving to CDLT for the first time or increasing 

your donation in 2014.  

Please help us reach our year-end goals and provide the operational funds to help keep us working with landowners, defending 

our conservation easements, and providing interesting events and outings to connect people to the land.  

2014 Photo Contest ï Winners and Thanks! 

The powerful message of a photograph can say more 
than words about the beauty and importance of        
protecting irreplaceable natural lands. Thank you to the 
many photographers who submitted images to our 
2014 photo contest so we could bring you the first color 
newsletter in many years.  
 
Thank You to John Fielder for contributing his time to 
judge the images as well as three of his books as    
prizes for the contest: Colorado 1870-2000, Mountain 
Ranges of Colorado, and Colorado 1870-2000 Volume 
II.  

¶ Winning Image:  ñFairy Slipper Orchid after May     
Snowstormò by Stan Wagon 

¶ Second Place:   ñGolden Summit Walkò by Lisa  
Heule 

¶ Third Place:  ñOld Ford Truck at Gibersonò by Bill 
Linfield 

And thanks to all the photographers who submitted 
their images to CDLT: Joel Bitler, Scott Brockmeier, 
Lisa  Heule, Bill Linfield,  Joyce Mueller, Sandra 
Rhodes, Lisa Taylor, Dave Owens, and Stan Wagon 

CƻȄ ŀǘ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ōȅ [ƛǎŀ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ 

Follow us on Facebook! 
Keep up with the latest news about CDLT by following us on Facebook. 
Youôll see updates like the beer can on top of a tree (see right), images of 
wildlife, and Wildflower Wednesday! Check us out at https://
www.facebook.com/continental.divide.land.trust 

wŜŎŜƴǘ CŀŎŜ.ƻƻƪ tƻǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ /5[¢ - .ŜŜǊ /ŀƴ мн ŦŜŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ 
ǘǊŜŜ ŀǘ aŎ/ǳƭƭƻǳƎƘ DǳƭŎƘ 

https://www.coloradogives.org/cdlt/overview
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http://www.cdlt.org/involve/online-donations.html
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Leighôs Departure from CDLT 

CDLTôs long-time executive director, Leigh Girvin, has announced her plans to leave CDLT in 
the spring of 2015.  After more than a decade of working with community planning & land    
conservation, Leigh would like to expand her horizons into other areas in which she has       
interests.  
 

The Board of Directors expresses their gratitude for all that Leigh has done for CDLT over the 
past twelve years.  With Leigh as executive director, CDLT has grown substantially and       
accomplished much: 
 ÅRevenues have more than doubled 
 ÅConserved properties have doubled with the addition of 10 new easements, and        
 acreage has increased 1.5 times 
 ÅCDLT successfully received Certification from the State of Colorado 
 ÅEvents and tours have introduced thousands of people to CDLTôs mission and       
 conserved open spaces. 
 

ñBy the time I leave CDLT in spring of 2015, I will have served as E.D. for 13 years. Thatôs a 
good long run and I am grateful for the opportunity to serve my community to preserve and  
enhance our critically important natural environment,ò Leigh said.  
 

The CDLT Board is committed to moving the organization forward in 2015 and beyond. The Board has created a Transition 
Committee and is exploring a variety of options for next steps. If you are interested in being part of CDLTôs future success, 
consider volunteering for our Board of Directors (see page 6). And in the meanwhile, Leigh is still with CDLT for the next 
several months to help with the transition. Look for an announcement of a going-away party for Leigh next spring!  

Leigh Girvin with Green Gentian plant 

on a monitoring visit to one of CDLTôs 

conserved properties  

Iron Springs Highway 9 Project Update 

The Colorado Department of Transportation held a public hearing in 
late-July on the realignment of Highway 9 from Frisco to Farmerôs 
Korner, through Iron Springs Open Space, one of CDLTôs protected 
properties.  Support for the realignment was encouraging, with many 
members of the public realizing that re-routing a highway could have 
significant environmental benefits.  
 
Continental Divide Land Trust accepted a grant of a Deed of      
Conservation Easement on Iron Springs in 2003. At the time of the 
grant, CDLT was aware of the proposal to widen Highway 9 to four 
lanes from Frisco to Breckenridge. The easement was accepted 
knowing that changes were coming to the property, including taking 
an acre of the land to widen Highway 9 in its current location,      
relocation of the rec path, and impacts to the fen wetland on the 
property. 

The Proposed Action, which would four-lane Highway 9 in the new alignment, was supported by CDLT due to the   
following benefits to the conserved land of the Iron Springs Open Space property: 
 

 ÅNet gain of approximately 3 acres for the conserved property. 
 ÅNo additional impacts to the fen wetland on the property due to highway construction design. 
 ÅRelocation of the rec path along the shores of Dillon Reservoir using the alignment of the current Highway 9 
 creates no further disturbance. 
 ÅAs the rec path will take up less room along the highway prism than the roadway, there will be opportunities 
 for revegetation, re-contouring, and re-landscaping the old highway.  
 ÅImprovements to wildlife movement. 
 ÅOpportunities for wetlands improvements. 
 

CDLT also recognizes that there are significant community benefits to the Proposed Action, including but not limited to 
safety, maintenance expense, and water quality.  
 

The highway realignment project is now in the review stage for final approval (or denial) of the Environmental           
Assessment.  If the project is approved, wildlife and other studies will take place in 2015, with construction slated for 
2016 and 2017.   

LǊƻƴ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ ōȅ .ƛƭƭ [ƛƴŬŜƭŘ 


